
           
             
                        
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

February 25, 2021 
 

Dear Families and Staff, 

At Tuesday evening's Board of Education meeting, the Board approved plans to phase in a return to in-

person classes four days per week.  Based upon the improving health data in our state and region, 

recommendations of the Department of Public Health, and the  effectiveness of other mitigating strategies we 

have in place, we believe we can safely increase the density of students in classrooms.  We have surveyed all 

elementary school families and more than 2/3 of the respondents are in favor of increasing in-person learning 

despite the fact that students will be seated closer than 6 feet apart in classrooms and on buses.  We also 

asked elementary parents to indicate whether their student will return to 4-day in-person classes or work 

remotely.  Finally we asked parents to consider driving their students to school.  Based upon those responses, 

we are now working on reviewing class sizes and bus routes.  It is our current plan to bring students in 

kindergarten and first grade back to a four-day program on March 8th.  Students in grades 2 and 3 

would return on March 16th, and students in grades 4 and 5 on March 22nd.  We are meeting with 

secondary teachers and administrators to consider extending this phased-in return to Tyl and Montville High 

School.  We will send a secondary survey out to families tomorrow.  Of course, we will continue to review 

community health data and revise our plans if necessary. 

Elementary principals and teachers are working to review all safety protocols and procedures before students 

return.  We are especially considering meal and snack time when students cannot wear masks and will 

provide you with more detailed information over the upcoming week.  We have asked that elementary 

parents make a firm commitment for the remainder of the year to either the in-person or remote learning 

option and to their transportation plan.   

Bringing the two cohorts together in each classroom has been our goal all year, and we are very pleased 

that the recent health data finally allows us that opportunity.  In order for this transition to work, our 

community needs to work together to strictly adhere to advice to avoid social gatherings, follow state travel 

advisories, wear masks, and practice all other mitigating strategies.  

Warm regards, 

Laurie Pallin 

Superintendent, Montville Public Schools 

 


